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HO King David din of mmer: ing the. fee 9 
-flowly- finiſh'd, yet it was no — but |": 5 


X85, 


| brought forth. Death, After it had. travel ind s., 
Nation nine Months and twenty Days, u, G. it teemd with a | 
F National Judgment. His Pride, bur. not his Number vote 


* 3 n © SEAS ; ; ba FN 
„Sekt 0! ul vn un of B 21 101 maln N. Welkd 
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ch 


* fwell'd by his Oſtentation. To be only greater in Opinion, he 
_ - offended his God, and Aminiſhed his 5. | 
BUT this 


ſeienge had 
e 6 ext I 
He lar 


A Fiſt SERMON. 


eople. 
jon was but imaginary, T6 it was but 
ſhort-liv'd ; for if he regal'd himſelf at Supper with the many 


valiant Thouſands, the next Morning he was made to Break- 


faſt ona view of _ 2 If a ſtroke upon the * Con- 


Na Me Nighis Teſt, he was 
N a Meffenger of Death, v, 11. 


the Night before, 1 had the next Morning a Dead-warrant 
ſent — from God wi 


the Sword, to the Peſti rad —— with poſitiy N 3 to write 


himſelf and. his P ple 
TH E Text Pa A n ah : be Man re- 


ceiv d this direful Meſſage : he did not ſtorm in his Domeſtick 
Seer, but ſubmitted to the Null Author! e Gad durſt 


not co t, and hi ould Hd re 4 David ſaid 
unto Gad, G c. This was his ſolemn Anſwer, which he Ter 
ly return d to che Arbiter of Liſe and D e 

may N! 
| David's Diſtreſs, t th ere was no way to 
- eſcape the reste r 2 that all his — 
ble Proſtra rations, his melting t ee e pet el iten- 
tial Crſts 5 10, Bon WHO 


difmel:Tidings frpm Heaven wiufftfill his pious: hn cent An- 


gui * nt ebe Decree wWas now 5 for a gene- 
al Slaug 


ter, that he cou d turn no way, but ſee Death, before 


him; for he was Arreſted with three Propoſals, oy one - 
4.00 which had a n ſtam 

er hO nE both God ad 
1a loſs which'to chooſe; but chat Deatli uſt" be his ch 


'd upon it. 


n 1 ell CobId h 


bice, 


abend EIS Puliſhment than Deſtruction was derermin d, hat 


abe ſdiré Sentence. could neither be revok'd; nor i ted that 
demanded 


Juſticenowy diſduin d the. Sacrifice of Beg 
"Men of £ alour for Victims, that he mut now diſcount ſo ma- 


1 


Vin Joab had preſented him with 
ich three Columns in't, To the Fumine, to 


5 
d y FR s : 
en 8 1 


ny Thouſands i in che Marat wary 15 their 120 55 . 


in Tn Bill of 0 ality, that! 0 
bn 9 ul Kee” ſhould th 7 os 108 
a 6 hung 55 1 5 e pi 55 $2 Ay | 
No ch 2 1s now , it 11 Hay d of 7 
the 572 ; As a Judge God was 150 d to ſcourge. J 1 | 


x but as a gracious Father he gave David jeave to chuſe the 

5 E 0 not refer 1 it to D, ad, whether he ſhoutd® puſh” 5 
Heat or n. Me are 15 tobe partial in out ow ee And 

ö to regard o own Safety 1 more than God's Honour ; bur he gra 

| cioully condeſcended to give him the choice of die of three 


Deaths ; for Men are uſually more. eaſie under their own. E- 
le&ion, "x 


UT this Wil aba halible Prince choſe 40 0 10 kee 
| 1 for Reer tion to th he, Divine Will. retly Pr 


=> FF #Y- A e 


4s = 7* 


155 80 0 to God Difpo „ e al 55 
hee ſaw fit As inflict; Gel 159 in 1tple-of © Mo 
120 4 10 3 under the 905 
irrevocable Tudg Royal Exa vote 
ae WER oy 55 1 1 5 A es 55 
THAT when t e Sins of 4 Na 1 or Fi dements 
qe eligible to fall into lie Heng. 94, 1 nd 175 
| Yall JR. of Oil 4 15 5 £10 Ar rs 5 
N Wi H EN Mitts W Wan ee $Queftith 
too nice for Kine to alls with z the All wie Govertibut-: 
the World knows beſt wh at are 1 Meats res 'of his Pa 


enoe and Forbearance towards a finfu] People. 
WE 119 9 think it honours ble "for Go 
$5 more” for a orbear hi Hr: | 
| have Contract Gs Lon do örty Dy 2 
thought it Gi ir ie Medi 95 if He'ex Mr 5 Vier! 
cy to Ni neveh that ſhort Ao Tap. 4. 1. The three 


; Diſciples chought it fit töõ revenge che Affrönt done their Ma- 
a B 2 | | „ 4 ſter 4 


Wt * 7 ; | Son 
3 144 2 . . 


4 Fit 5 FRM ON. 


iter y ire from Es they woult have made ſhort work 3 
m the orld, 1 it 80. deſcended to quench this | 
5 55 and to kindle kinder Flames in their Breaſts. CD bf 
1 the other hand, we” may think, it would commend oY 
"a . Panos and Goodneſs, 1 he did protract his F avours: 7 | 
When to do ſo, would re proach his ' Government, embolden 

Sinners to queſtion his Being or Providence, ar give them 
Prong Notions of his glorious Attributes. He only we 
F When to flop the Current of his Favours, afid when to © EE 
Hp theShices of his Judgments, that he may ſtem a Torren "of 0 
Wickedneſs, and ory ſome Religious Fear of him in the 
World. Beſides God's Comminations being Conditional, do 


| Mo 8 Sl 1 a Le Py Duappojntment by the Aigen, : Reformati- ID 


” that we ktiow "that every |; Sin dekerpes 1 ] 
at 4 he comes out of his Place to puniſh us, | 
3 Fr for his own Vindication. * 7 7 7 1 


5 ocur'd. theſe. Hi s Pu thee, this is thy 
5 } 2 et 7 5 under 2 general « 
4 rain of fa durable 1 8 haye 


TT | 8. F 
.. Not i US 0 e leer Ca 15 have. left LA unre- 


. n arg made the en ide of 
I . we Divine Pegg that may LA 90 1 With 'R 
5 2 hop rho the 10 [an H 100% Hs IN 
1 9 055 AT, 
aſs K 0 £0 5 pied hlt 1 8 Was not 9080 0 r a Per- 8 * 
20 and the-Land,” but Iſrael bad fin- | 
Ki; | or, it, is plats, from, e. 
5 e 1 
IB 8 N Afraeh, Wy ene It 
"general Regs 15 the Fe ple, yet 
__ they e or other. pb bal ib pellen ſenge- FO: 
= on th. 1 95 1 8 to 9 my.way to e 1 | 
W | thew, | "= POE | 2 55 | | | 


ſage to us, anddeſerve our a ue. AN 


| * 


ing Saga uents. It is "as If. David 
Lo us th 8 
Wills on us 5; we dare not truft our ſelves in Man's Hand, but 


4 "ri dite * * 


I. W HAT we ate to underfitan „Kline into the Hand 
* 5 aar, BILL 30119 22 0 Bel 0 AID. L 4 2UD 
U. THAT the ſt ds.ar alot Gol 4261125 
A Why: ir is more Ne Neg Wen & ca, 
than into the Fd Mn "So i 
I. What we are, Ce. mr Afflictions 151 ee by 


that Phraſe, whatever be the Rod, it is in our Heavenly. Fa- 
8 55 iv ts Meare « 
are his Fat 


therly Corrections. We Thowld not defpiſe en. 5 
utidefigned A 


— 


deins : we ade ſötge what mn dor t do Wick them 
than only to bear thent as well 75 e can. They are his Mel⸗ 


we are not ere to U 9 — ommenEuilsthat 
are every Day the Exerciſe of of. IT good Cho: *6r*i ther: 


in Man is no > Inftramen che N | 
0d and any other "Creatures, but reren God an Man. 
oppoſed here. "Friis 8 Manttnay e 1 ———— e 42 
other Cretan er; Here Ba 7 855 tes | 
Photon Man Wis to be an Agent. 82 650 


thus F: amine was the immediate E 


Hand * ah Ni 550 the offer . 
BU 37 . hat 1125 9 5 defir'd, R * 5 Ma 


© 
9 55 not be Actor ii this Pu unt bet e 0 Have De- 
ſigns of his own to Proſecute, Ora 7 Got's, who would 
have his own Paſbons to grati 4 1 1 Fuß to ſtickle 
for, A any, Rege WH 's Glory, 2 7 2900 9 yh ſuffer- 
do 
our Enemies may nad fone Pres 


W. at thoyþ pleaſef 
we humbly e commit our ſelves into thine, Eten edging thy 


Juſtice, and imploring thy Mercy ; : O let not wicked 3 f 
have 


" * me 4 Tft S SERMQN. * 


have the ſevere Cha 
| ary, our Pie 50 Hoa Carat ee 111 5 s 
Mes 


u e 0 70 8 be 
U 


ale Had Yo 3 no | 
pliſh, no 51 of their AFR to Vindicate, 975 Lau 


their reators; to, lead. N 1372 | 
TIE cd fry ut ley TN 55 


a 


gi 75 are the 
len z 1 by NT 7 Ng 9 
Me ET troy. 00 hey 
Tp OE . 0¹ .Ch ae. 
Wt ee Ws | 8 e 8 
1 99. rms 7g hte Doo? 9 | 
TY | r } - Br 
1 e ke N 1 0 . 
e 1 Er ns 
RF . bY E Ea 
[Nai are the ce, Jet He that. 
ae to Ho 8 9 195 his 1. W 10 


piearanee ef the” Divine Majeſty. ; * 15 common 5 

5 of Mankind, that 1255 the 1 0 0 of; 72 e 

. in the Air, to 9 under a particul. £6: 4nd. 
on Arti, [fo th, 21 9 


3 Men s Minds of G00 Wan r . but ett. 
2254 ſary to ſupport Mens Truſt 10. God. 142, the iforders and 


21 5 The 4 4 He 75 and Va pour, aid 
fl ore e re, e Tee de 


* 


4 when; 4110 hy Tom 
43 
ans 6 The * Athenians had their thre: 
Junblic. See. V. c. 6. Touts of Prayers, with reſpect 10 
— * of 4.4 2 "wks t e 


4 wes A 
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IHN ERMONE. 7 


the Winds Thel Heat Ben Por Hbrure was 
converted from Epicuriſm, by the Conſidera- I Nut rene 


tion of: Gods Power in the Turbelent Region. Tels a gy 


I need not add more, to ſhew that! tlie ftormy. - ee * 


Weather Was a Witneſs for God to the Gentile-) 34-1 an) .: 
Seaſors,s which tlie A Ale. 


ee ee Provide! al 
'Apoftle Is to A Teſtim 1 ivine rovi nee, - 
w—_ the very Heathen, ce bro 10 N 7170095 

+ THERE are thoſe” Expreſſions in . that 
God an Unt ivabd Propriety in the Winds, He bringeth ' forth 
the Mintit our of his Treaſures, Jer. 10 13. They are oi 
-up from the Power of Mörtals, they are not at the Diſpoſe of 
the Enemy, who cannot throw Storms about then as falt as 
they do their ill Wiſhes againſt the Church; but ed are re- 
ſerv aby God ſor hisown peculiar; Service. 

HE maketh the Weight for the Winds, Job 128. 25: |They 
-SOuddera Divine Management, ts: appoints the Wind it Sea- 
for; and Proportion, and Bounds, andfor what Ends, whether 
or Wee r for Cbrrofbn T ho uneonſtint, "He males them 
eddily Frdcüte his Orders ; tho light of themſelves he en- 
Gn chen With a Weight that throws down Houſes, tears up 
Tlees by theRoots; fink the/ſtately:Ships, and ſhakesthe F ons: 

Harionb of the Earth, P Poi, ut HIV EHu bot not aid as 
-10H Eiipides whow A Chefub, an flies upon the Wing rs of the 
"Wind, PI. 18. 10% He govertis them as & Bird its wy Wings, 
and by their rapid Motion diſpatches the Errands of his Provi- 
dence. /- He: bridles them as the Rider his Horſe, they are 
Abſolutely undef the Check of his Hand, When they fe ſeem bg be 
meſt unrelſbd, and to sm u Maſter 
N Lord hath his way inthe 22 and in the Storm, | 
Nah. 1. 3. Tho'dark; he ſees his path - way thro' them; tho 
confus d and diſorderly,” he produces Calm and Regular Effects 
by them! Theſe are ſometimes his Methods of Dealing with 
0 «one ns ipeaking: to them, of calling them Wan Pray 


ANY iT ISA De ir 81 ed 
Deen ers, 


* +. © 4 
1 183 . S * 


SES > 


. . a Hp 2 
with the meaneſt of his Subjects. Kur F n B49, 


** 


ers, of Correcting them d their Pins au of teachingrhem 
Righteauſneſs. bind en d i mort her 
HI. The chird thing is to ſhew, Why tis more edigible to 


fall into the Hand of God, than into the Hand of Man. 


1. One Reaſon was more peculiar to Dauid, and that was, 


he could more eaſily Fente aga m Man's Hand; than; the ,Pop- 
ple conld, Thie Whale ſtrength; of the N 


ation was devgted- to 
ready Sa- 


the Security of his Sacred Perſon. Thauſands were rea 
crifices to preſerve the Light of Iſrgel from being quenchidy he 
might have ſecur d himſelf in ſome ſtrong Fort, till the Sword 
of | Man:had-faruth'd its appointed Circuit. But he was too ge- 
nerous to be concern d only for his en Nas + while. he" left 
his People to:the Mercileſs Slaughters which he had delery'd as 
well as they 3 he knew his own Sin, and not theirs, and there- 
fore judg d himſelf the Capital Offender 24 4 He look d upon 
himſelf as much ahove them in Gxilt, as he was in Quality; he 
pxaclaih'd his oyen-Guiltineſs and their Innocence, wept over * 
his Sleep, ſo fatally mifled by their, on Shepherd, a Sap. 

Have ſinned, and I haue done wickediy, but 


24. v. 17. Lo, ILhave | 
theſe Sheep, what have they done? Let xy Hand, I pray thee, 
be againſt me and againſt my, Father's Houſe. Theta ah 

would not deſire the Puniſhment that he could fly from but 
as his People had ſinn d with him, he was willing tod die with 


them. He choſe a Calamity, which his own Perſan and Roy- 


al Family were equally gxpos'd to with the common People, le 


knew the Sword of the Lord could diſtinguiſh between the 
Righteous and the Wicked ; the Guilty and the Innocent, be- 
tween thoſe that were fit to live, and thoſe that were, worthy 
to die. Thus this humble Soul ſubmitted to a common Level 
IA NN 


2. To fall into the Hands of Man, is more diſhonourable to 


- 


God and Religion. The Inſults of the Wicked have _ 


been provoking to Heayen, and intolerable to good People, 
Deut. 32. 26, 27. God wou/d have Jeattered froward Jeſhurum 
Wo corners, he would have made the remembrance of I 
5 | ceaſe 


— 
- — — ——_— 


A Ft SERMON. 9 


ceaſe from among Men, but that he feared the Wrath of the Ent 
my, left their Adverſaries ſbould behave themſelves firangely, lep 
they ſhould ſay our Handis high, and the Lord hath not dune 4% 
this. Both Sacred and Profinc Hiſtory do tell, what ill uſe 
they have made of their Succeſſes againſt the Church; fomg. . 
times they have deſpis d the Power of God, and hung the Glo- 
ry of all, at their Triumphal Chariot-wheels ; ſometimes they 
have reproach'd his People, as daluding themſelves, and as for- 
| ſaken of God; and have derided their truſt in him, as a vain 
thing. That reproachful Challenge drew Tears from the, Pi- 
ous Pſalmiſt, while they continuallj ſaid unto him, where, f thy 
God Pf. 42. 3. They interpret their Victory as a Divine 
Patronage of their Cauſe, and Entitle Heaven to their Ambit. 


ous Deſigns and Oppreſlions. LES 
NOW what honeſt Souls would not be afflicted, when 
their only Refuge is belied ; when the Name of God is blaſ- 
phemed, when the true Religion is expos d to Contempt, and 
Righteous Providence made the Abettor of their Crimes? 
Thus the Redeemer would be a greater ſufferer in his Intereſt. 
than we who are the Offenders, and our juſt Puniſhment 
would be a prejudice to the beſt Cauſe in the World. [The 
Emperor Maximinus boaſted of their flouriſhing, State as the 
Reward of their Cruelty againſt the, Ch ritt. 
ſtians. Anda certain Prince has been flat= d. Euſeb. 1b, 9. 


| rer d into the Belief that he has ſnatch'd Amore G.. 
| Immortal Lawrels from all the Princes gf 
- Europe by his unrival d Zeal in Perſecuting his Proteſtant Sub- 
jects. Who would not then deprecate a Diſpenſation that would 


over - ſpread the Land with Spiritual Judgments, that would be- 
night Men's Minds with Errors and Superſtitions, and bring a_ 
greater Deſtruction upon their Souls, then upon their Bodies 
and Eflates? . os 1 
3. THE Hand of God is the moſt proper to bring Offen-) 
ders to Repentance, when we ſee that We have Men like our 
ſelves to deal with, we prepare boy make Reſiſtance, and oppoſe, - 
hy : Force 


earch 
Cations 


3 i * 8 3 * 

4 ht} * 
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oy 5 Nh \ * 
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that he will not be angty without! a Cauſe; 
ble Marks of woos nger do ſtrike a 

The Ligirt of Nature erer Heavens Fury under Pub- 

lick Iudgments, and the firſt thing it diſpos d them to, was to 


A _ SERMON. 


o Force, When Man is the Inftrument, we are apt to 
Ned the firſt Cauſe, fall to our Arms rather than to our 
Prayers: We Meditate a Self. defence, hope to over-match: the 
Enemy, or ſome way to eſcape his Fury; or we grow = | 


T1 70 Blows, Ft: reſolve not to be cheap Victims; but to 


Victory, or a glorious Death with the Blood of the 
du. _ But Wen we fall into the Hand of God, what is dere 


| for us to do, but to fall down at his Feet? What Weapons 


have we to meet an offended God with, but Prayers and Teirs: 2 
Whoever ſtrove with his Maker at any other, and proſper'd, 
he's an Enemy to be petition d, not to be contended with. 


Wen his Hand is agdinft us, it diſarms us, and leaves us nei- 


ther Power flor Counifet; nothing but Pleasfor Mercy. 
WHEN Men are Agents in our Calamities, we are apt to 
Al the blame on their Malice, and not regard God's Diſ- 
re, nor bur own Sins in them: But when God writes 
terrible: things us with his own Hand, we have none to 


atcuſe but var Tel and muſt look for the Cauſe at home 5 


why he contends wi 25 who aftlicts not willingly. the Chil- 


dren of Men, Lan. 3 


LL Mankind kane thoſe Notions of che s reche Being, 
ther re. the Ville. 
Natural Conſtience. 4 


contrive Methods of appeafing it.  Wheii we are in the po- 
erful Hand that beſcts us above arif below, on every'fide, if we 
reſiſt we petiſh, if we yield we may Fire. "When Storms are 
order d by Heaven to ftop Sinners War are running from their 
Duty, there is to way to procure a Cam 2 crow our ag 
nab over-board:.- CR 
SCRIPTURE, 8 ves us the beſt CCOuL 
God's Caltizttory s them his Voice, wh her 


he would teach 8 de Werle [IR tneonſiek,” Tſaizh 58:9. And 
reckons the rough Wind one af his 8 wherein he Fat de- 


bate 


. - 
* 
4 
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bate with thoſe ſturdy Sinners, that would not be W 
the ſweet and ſtill Voice of his word. He fans the Nation, by 
purge the Iniquit y of Jacob, and to tale away the Fruit df bi 
Sin. Cap. 27. 7, 8; This is the expected Iffue of fuch a Dif- - 
Nee Cap. 26. 16. Lord, in trouble haue e ſted thee, - 
they pour d _ . Prayer when thy Cbaſtening war Eben 
And in Hof. 5. I. I will go and return to my place: whe W 
knowladge 75 Offence, and ſeek ny Face + In Web 2908 
they will ſeek me early." Some Men's. Religion begins not [tit 
they are at their wits-end, and will not be ſober. till they be 
made to reel to and fro in a Storm, and to ſtagger like a dritihen 
Man. Then they cry unto the Lord in tbein trouble, Pf, 10 
27 „28. When our Shores were coverd thick with | 
— the Streets filld with Rubbiſh, we could not fight with 
the Stormy Winds ; we had none to do with, but that God, 
whoſe Commands they obeyed; and gullty, we cannot treat 
with him, but with Self- judging, contrite Hearts, und penitem- 
tial Cries for Compaſſion thro the Mediation: of Jefus Chriſt. 
This then was the likelieſt way to diſtreſs us into à Reformati- | 
on, which was the thing we —.— and God deſignedl. 
4. HIS Mercies are great. This is che Reaſon expreſt in 
the Text, why David made this choice. While lie ſubraitted 
to his Juſtice; he would not deſpair ef his Mercy; tho GU 
was angry, yet he knew him to be nerciful under the "fevereſt 
Strokes; this left room for Prayers and Hope. The Chnfide- 
ration of this Propitious Attribute determimd Dievid in this 
preat ftrait 3 had it not been for tits, it wwouldt bree bern much 
more eligible to fall into the Hande 7 Mortzls;' ham into xe 
Hand of /a- God withoüt Merey ; thus the Apeſtle e repreſelſts 
him, When he ſaid, rir 4 feat ful thing 20fall Ft the” Ene 
the: Labs God, Heb. 10. 31. R RHE vs Hama , 0 1151012 
H A Hen hover a bre in thß Ro |; ren 
to determine us inthe? like cafe, | a8 will ap we Oper 
a fow Particular: „ 1215533 SIUNDTIL.AA UJ ID 21e! 75 951 
ee 732070 be 0% bed yolobaueta! San, 200 S ind; 
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HIS Mercies are great. Therefore he is reconcileable. 
Tho he be now our Enemy, he may be made our Friend a- 
gain, tho angry, he may may be addreſt unto. When he is 
marching againſt us, we may meet him with our Petitions for 
Peace. David had to deal with Men, whom he could expect 
no Favour from; they were his implacable Foes by Principle, 
for they: were impure Idolaters, and hated I/rael's Holy Religi- 
on, Interest, for Iſraebs Overthrow would have made them 
more room in their Native Soil, and have let em into the 
ancient Poſſeſſion of their fore fathers; by Revenge, for they 
were a conquer'd People, and had their Reſentments raisd to 
thehigheſt pitch, by the Spoils and Waſt that David and his 
Men were often * Dory Muſt not we then own the Mercies 


* 


2 God are great to us, that when he had ſo much Reaſon to 
Chaſtiſe us, he did not put us into the Hands of thoſe who 

could not be favourable to us, except they abandon'd their Re- 
Jigion, Intereſt, and Revenge all at once: Happy we that 
Hav to do witha God that may be appeas d] He will hear of 
4. Treaty with returning Sinners. The deſtroying. Angel was 
made to ſtop his Hand at a relenting Cry, u. 10, with v. 16, 
In the bluſtring Storms that turn Men's Houſes into Babels, 
where the Inhabitants are deaf to one anothers Gries 3. Mercy 
Hearse and is acceſſible to the humble and broken Prayers that are 


» 


* 


gffered UP. WIT 99.01 tid won od. oy eau, ow 
0) Mer cies are great. 4 Therefore they will incline him 
e afflict in Meaſnre. Mercy will conſider hat we can bear, 
whule Iuſtice lophs at Nhat y deſerue When gatan Had left 

Jah neither Child nor Eſtatep yet. hei felt his Malice ſtinted, and 
ſolicited God for more Power, Cab. 2. G. His Inftruments kngw 
no Baunds, but hat a good. G0d is pleas d to cpntine, them to. 
If their Commiſſion was as extended-as-ther;p-with .what-la- 


- 


| viſh would they, make of the Blood of the, Righteous?] When 


Kalling before the Enemy was propoled to-)avid, the pace o 
three Months was to determine their Victories 3 but if in all 


that time God's Superintendency had not laid other Reſtraints 
E . 5 5 0 
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on their congquering Sword, their chree Months Slaughters 
would have been without number; and without diſtinctionr? but 
tho we had ſinned without Medſare,”- t in Meaſure God wil 
debate with us, Iſal. 27. 8. The Executions which Mercy does 
not prevent, it limits as to Time and Degrees; For 'the Lord 


will nat caſt of for ever but t ho he cliiſe Grieg ver will he 


have compa * according to the multitude of Vis Mereies; Lam. 
3. 31, 32. A graeious ather. will no more afflict his Chil- 
dren above their Strength, than above their Demerit. For 7 
will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth; For ihe 
Spire f ſhould fail before 16; aid the Fouls which'T have nude, 

1. 57. 160 God who is "faitBful will not ſuſfer yo 1 70 he en 
ed above that y* are able, 1 Cor. 10, F. % ĩð FIT9T 
HIS Mercies are great. Therefore he ties Gogdnes' 10 


temper his Juſtice z that under the ſamè ſevere ad 
Las 


may ſee Got merciful as well as juſt ; rortpuſſionate”'ss 
angry. In che late t/ful Storm; fo wete ſurprizd ave th! 
and more were ds fünprlzing Hated, T Thi Triainbf Se cr 
cy were more eee and wonderful; Fe the Slavghte 


of Juſtice; He did fly upon the e s-of th he Wind to IN 


as well 48 5 Turke i 
Mercy How muchbettel then 
into theirs whoſe very Mercies are hehe. A 
HI Nlereies are graut. And elend 1 — not belly 
deſtroy,- tho he/ſeverely - thaſtiſe us The 
— have been 10 vine, but Gods was 
Ele ſtopt Vehgednve int its füll Career. a 
thras far fhall'y6 go, and no further, Where 
the Interceflions deres more temarkgb 
knowledge with the Church; 1175 Mer 
umd, becauſe bis Corp aſfions' Fail not, Lam. 792 
our Gracious Qitten” Anne ill Hef Pious*Pibd: 1 i 1 
was tht tinfeinte Mercy of, God, that ler Mie y and | 
beers deftrog'&. : 03 Jgd 217 I8T19 
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HI S. Meroies ore gront. Therefore we may truſt our All in 
bis Hands, here we tay have a Sanctuary to retreat into, when 
we are neither: ſafe by Sea nor Land; when our Wooden and 

Stone · walls are batter d down by the Artillery of Heaven; 
Then our Houſes threaten to Entomb us and the trembl ingEarth 
9 us — may ſhelter our ſelvesunder e bis 
Gif our Refuge and Strength, and a ee »belp 

in 555 wah, itherefore will nat we fear, tho\ the-Earth be remov 
and tho the Monntains be carried into the mdft of the Sea, "thy 
the 1 thereof roar and be troubled, Pſ. 46:.1,2, 3. Will 
tr Fo . WL they let th drop that fly n- 
to their ſncloſure 2". Will they. confate: the; Hopes of diftreſſea 
| n > And deny them a Refuge, who are purſud by the 
Judgments of God, and their qwn. Guilt, and have no wWwhere 
5 but. te infinite Mercy F:. 7 
Aercies are great.. Now lere cy ig dender Attribute; 
| ities May-moye. his Pity. hie the Rod is in 
| 4 95 may he our Advdeate in his Boſem. The kind 
gow. 75 Breaſt, we may read in his Carriage 
a I "4 hy up Ephraun 2 Ho ſball I 
We, Hom I make thee as Adnah? How 
2 77 ji a ling heart 5s turn d-within. Mt; 
led together... will not execute he flere 
er. 7 will not return 40 deftroy Enhin, for I 
Man; Sc. 8&c. Hof. 11. 8,9%. Our Miſerica be- 
e as our Guilt provokes his Wrath, which can 
gen Us, to deſtroyg and while there i8 
are, e 3: Motive: to fave. 
en the) aocaligh, 


e Davor ma f 


„ rill rep 15 Pa, of 4 es, If, ae ſho! | 
1 85 e pe ene out. ei era | 
ble y "OS ſt to fall 1 atochis Hand, Who: n 
heal the 5 55 he Ties and wants hot Goodneſs to incline 
bim pp it. His Heart may: ſo relent,as to dry up our former Tears, 


by 
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by he ſame Hand that drew them from us. He ho is rich in 
| _ may make we glad uocording: to tos days herrin d bas 
affliffedas, Pfogoury. © f 0/ 185 1 190101 cl Hi ener: 
© BUT ifourvery Lives muſt go for our Sins, - that which | 
is the moſt ſupporting Conſideration of all, is, that he-has/Mer- 
cy to pardon our Guilt, and fave our Souls. Tis Mercy that 
builds the fiery Chariot to refine us for à ſpeedy” Tranſlation ; 
that raiſes = ps 9 — * — — [that 
we may be fit to be gather d into ens Garner. Mercy 
admit 4 a Plea for Eternal] Life, when all our Petitions 4 
Temporal are r jected. The Names that a ſudden Stroke: enters | 
among tlie Dr, may be found utitten in the Boh²¹Ü / Ls 
Tho' the Judgmentsof God may cunfound the Righteous ad 
Wicked in the ſame viſible Exit, yet their diſlodged Souls will 
ſoon be diftingmſh'd, Mercy will know 1 its own, and will one 
e their Bodies a glorious Reſurrection out of the com- 
mom Rubpifh. 2 wen i un n gon ods i 3u0 Sigh 
N ſhort, ib comets he kind \Providence,! \thavknlles 
ſuch juſt Occafions of roſenting our Unwillingnefs. to be Re- 
mel made Davids choice fox us, and put us into the Hands 
of ons; whoſe Mercies-are greater: then our | Provocations,- and 
who has forniſhqd penitent Bel ievers with the Pleas from his Sons 
plenary: Satisfactien wich are more powerful to | Bleſs 
- thancour Crimes cam he to dra Gos Duſpleafyze.: I 
| ſhould now ſhew,” that yet it is a ſad thing to. fall into Gochs 
Hand, but what L hall ſay of this, Irefer to the Application, 
which L now! come to; and utiere Iſhall wave the Doctrimi iu. 
ferences, to leave room for more Practical ase (Aae 
ble to the Text; or the Occafion.. nn ah Vn 
I. T HO it be more eligible to fall into the Hand of God; 
dn of dm; et it is Matter of Humiliation, that we have 
wins + aa under the Neceſlity of: even into the 


Hand of God ; that that Hand umich the other Le /appear'd: 
ſo for uss that that Hand which lately had ats 


| Sword inthe Blood of our Eren fhould now Hir iv i ours, 
The 
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The Year befare Had a Trinmphant Exit, but the laſt sa very 
Tragical one. We have now been farted to put off the Orna· 
ments, which the former Year Rob'd us with, and this Lear, 
alaſs!;cominences'in Sackcloath and-Tears. 
HOW horrid are theſe. Impieties, that have thus chang d 
the Scene with us? How can we, forbear )reproaching our 
ſelves; that have thus diſer vd our o Intereſt, andiprovokid 
our ancient and only Deliverer to turn our Deſtroyer? What? 
a melancholly aſpect is this upon us 2 Heaven is angry, and are 
we not troubledꝰ Mas the Lord diſpleaſed againſt the Rivers 2: 
Was bis Wrathrag ainft the dea? Hab. 3. 8. Was bis Anger a- 
It ſt the W ind? Was his Diſhleaſure againſt our Houſes 2. 
Jo, twas we that he was angry at. tJoeuoumriul arlt fol 
IF. weanay judge ofthe xeſt of the; Nation by our ſelves, 
can we wonder, if the Meaſure of our Iniquity had leſt no 
more room for Divina Forbearance ? C Myſt; wei not this da 
figh out with the Prophet; ab ſinful Nation, a .Piople laden 
_ with hmginty, a: Seedof | Euil-doers, - Children that are Corrup- 
ters tat have forſakea-:the Lord, and haue provoked the Holy 
one of Iſrael to anger! Lal. 1. 4. Muſt we not bab and be a- 
| 8 our. face to Cad, ſor our Iniquitias ars increuſed 
4e, and mu treſpaſſes are grows up ira the Lee. 
ueng, Exra 9. 6. From hence we have becuuafmer' d dy terni-: 
ble things in the late Storm. This vas but: the rebhound of our 
_ ewn Wickedneſs. When tlie Light of the Goſpel, and God's 
maniſold Mercies to this Nation, did not check our aſcending 
Impiæties no wonder if wy ur — ſuch a Tem- 
12-0 Lord, thou art juſt in all that it t-upon A, for 
25 haft done right, * we have done) wickedly,. Wag 
e ſhould now ict our Souls: for to bom down the head like a 
ta ſpread Sack-cloath and Aſbes under us, is not the Faſt: 
tat God has cheſen. We ſhould no give our Sins their quit: 
Aggravations, and confeſs thein witli thoſe afflittive Paſſions as! - 
GodlyiSatraw; bitter Remoxſe; Seli-· abhorrenceg and Confuſs-! - 
on:of Face, that may give is a painfub Serife ot them; and make; 
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us as unw illing to relapſe into our former nen a8 we woyld 
be to return ro the greateſt Affliction. 2 Hott, 21180 1191 1 55 


51h When v we do fall! into Gods, Hand, we. Hhould have aw 
ful Apprehenſions of bis Greatneſs. Who cart avoid the Con: 
viction of a Deity, when Elements do ſometinie ſtep out of their 
ordinary Courſe to ſerve the Ends of Government in . puniſhing: 
great Sinners? Who can neglect him, wsth hopes of. Erna | 
ty? Who is ſo terrible in Majeſty, ſo irreſiſtible in P Gee, 0 
He ſcatters, Terrors round him, when he rides upp a 

when he flies upon the Wings of the Wind, Pſ. 18. 10 8 we. 
be {till immoveablly ſetled on our Lees, I the Earth trem- 
bles, when our Churches and Houſes totter > If the Foundati-, 
on of the Hills ſhake becauſe of his Wrath, mall not we, that 
kindled it be driven off our Sandy, Foundations, a fly. to: the 
Rock of Ages? When God aka to Job out, of, the Whurl- | 
wind, it ſtruck him into the profoundeſt Reverence, and Sub- 
miſſions: And can we be Irreligious and Fearleſs, when the 
Winds make us feel the Power of bis Anger, when our, falling . 
Houſes tell us, that there is no Safety againft his, At af 
Should we not Harare him, wh . reaſures. of e 
both above and below to ſpend upem his Enemies: 8 
ſhall not fear thee thou King of Saints, whoſe Sovereignty i is 
founiverſal, whoſe Juſtice 8 ſo. inflexible, and holt Power 


fo neontzoulables: 10 Adee gl. aj plodt 47 ads nl 


51 742518 1 up 4100 7 Ft 2 ö ot fhol 20108 
1 5 alerts om 
Weakneſs, de iu Nike 
Creapures, when, Godax | 
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THOSE Ships of War that dard the French, that Iniſult- 
ed their Coaſts ; thoſe Experien'd Pilots, who had ſo oft tri- 
une over 1 Michaelmaſs-flowers TI 
F bes Pr. Haimbyd,”” who had but lately made the Sea their 
27 non . f Rendezvous of Victory, they ſunk dow 
Hoch zo duo nf! ah. at the awful Appearance, when an angry 
God 4 5400 the Aark Waters his Pavilion round about him, v. 17. 
The Earth forgot i its F irmneſs, when it melted at the Smoke 
of his Preſence, B.. 104. 32. Pf. 144. 5. Houſes reel d and 
ſtagger d, as well as Ships? 5 and when the Chminels of. Waters 
are ſeen, and the Funlasdcht of the World are ci ſcover d, tis 
an inffructive Diſcovery of the Vanity of all Creatures, and a 
terrible Rebuke to our Carnal Confidences, Pf. 18. 15. This 
Conviction of” our'F cebleneſs on every ſide ſhould cure our” 
Obſtinacy, and daſh our finful Weapons out of our Hands. 
Date we enter the Liſts with the Almighty? Have we an 
Arm like his 'wHo Holds the Se in the Hollow o Hir Hand, and 
gathers the Wind in his F Is it not Childi Folly to build 
a 2 Houſe of Cards againſt' an Hurricane? Is it not fool Hrs 
neſs to throw our ſekres crea the thick Bol 655 of « His Buckler 2 
Is Hee e nber of "Bis Armer e hut 2 Man that ii 
a Worm dee bt An en in Norm e Job N 7 3, 6 
IW. 1 F be better tb Fall int the Hand of God, wen ef 
Man, then we ſhould Judge charitably of them that do ſo. 
Some loſt their LS hers are broken in their Eſtates by the 
n Melee t to make an Hut in their Ræ- 
6 He Dep fpenſariors toward chem They Thonld” 
[ther 8, who notwithſtanding their Seife 
ferinngs, may ſtill de this Holiritcs of Heaven. In Famine,” 


F Thing Nature Fels it ſelf dying, and frets in lingrin 
Fang thun 1 6 cannot ER o on as it would 5 Peſtilence ig ring 


wy 


fadden, noiſome, and reproachful way ef dying; yet either 


ef theſe was ſubmitted to . a Holy David, becauſe they _ 
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ſpeak well of him, it may reaſonably continue our 9550 1 Opini: - 
on of. him under a ſudden turn of Providence that lays 
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whe Terms any, Man's Soul ſtands with, God, 90 9/043, 


x No Man, knowet either Love or, 55 235 
all things c come alike to all :, There, 58 one Ev 14 fed 2 
OUS, and to the Wicked. Andas 9 ur. State in this e 
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It | aft'of it in judging” others, as if they were more 
won br Death than on We ſhould rather think, that it 
„they were fitter for. a ſudden Stroke, and miglit be 
Was to ottiers at the cheapeſt Expence-to themſelves. *Tis 
to the unready, if they are ſpar d to be awaket'd by 
Se Fry ments upon 6 R1 lebe who were ſoon out of the 
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B UT we have ſo many ſtanding  Pretonitt lors in. the Sa- = 
ered'Seri priſe of MaiiS\rſcertdin 50 ſudden ors 83 
Abd Feinde ſo mary Examples thereof” in Pixine Pre ove 
dence,” that on Would "ark 575 ſhofla” Ip "Tieed_to fee. the 
Death' of one Perſon more to e us to pt epar&for Our own, 
If jt were poſliBle for one To perfectty to 'uhderftand the Me- 
chaniſm of his own Body, that he could know juſt how many 
Yearsthat natural Clock would be 2 dns Jo yet he could 
not ſecure it againſt Im e fram with.” This Region, of 
Changes is partuzetit o thoſe ſtrat e Accidents; which no 
can foreſee or prevent: Me. J Nach what #*Day or Meht may 
bring forth, Prov, 27. 1. Event toſs that — expect Death, 
may find ſomewhat furpriz ing iii the particular time and man- 
ner of it. Which of them that periſhed. in the late Hurricane, 
could think that they ſhould habe their Exit in a Storm; 0k 
they ſhould be twice buried; firſt in thERubbiſh of. their aw 
Houſes, and then di 188 d out of thoſe Graves för "the Ser 
ot a decent J uneral : 3 
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THERE FOR E 1 we proca wats hi Repel te in 
hajes of more Warnings, then we have already had, it will be 


extraordinary Goodnels, ſuch as we * reaſonably ex- 
pect, if God prevents ch n Hog ible Surprize as that 3 551 
ned by the Holy Apoftle, when th 9 halt fo Peace and Safety, 
then ſudden Diſtruckion cometh: . 25 then, as 7 Trove upon 4 2 
Me 40 CH, Flair 57 3 241092 8 gt 20017 45 l —— 
1 F he dena eber As have bot igel AV In 
ufd Þ when Thall we fi 0s that Heaven Has Ui ndgh 
; len us to dalle de our Bleſſed Saviour' 8 Advice, T. | 
weteÞiend pri ft con ſue, Ae i, Mark 


24 Al $ERMON, >, 

| TIS. al a loud Warning to thoſe Familes that gall 
50. ett Go N Nan 15 we are to pray every . lifting 
up Hl 9 15 „then! ſurcly we muſt do it in our Families and 
1 re go amore ſafe than abroad, without Di- 
TR T 100 41 A0. a 3 5 4 16 e God ig 
| 8 5 ar. e onder, if d make our 
Fo uſes gur TY 6c * * + ha have buried ſo many of 
$ Mercies in ungratetul Neglects. 
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ers Secrets. to make. the 
 ofoftr Abode, as it were 4 5 2 25 our Devotions: 


We ſhould make it our conſtant Duty to pray together with 
our F aer ſeeing we way on a ſudden be all huried Are to- 
e ry * 11911 1 ene iv 310 . is coil 
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LAS TL, To conclude, We ſhould do what we can 
by'a ſincere and ſpeedy Reformation to ſtop the further ſptea- 
ding of his Judgments. Why ſhould we think that al the 
Effects of his Anger are over, when the provoking Cauſe ſtill 


continues, and muſt receive greater Aggravation by our lmpe- 


niteney after ſueh an Example of his Wrath. Ihe Trepida- 
tion of the Earth in ſome other parts of the Nation may, for 
any thing we know, be a Preſage, that an offended Majeſty has 
not yet done with us, but has prepared ſecond Cauſes to do 
more Executions, if we continue yet unreformedd. 0 0 


Fiz THE Continuator::of-1 Exrbard's Roman HHiſtdry, 


takes notice, That during Procopius his Ujurgation, their hap- 


pen'd a violent Storm of Thunder and Laghtmng nihieh mut at- 
tended with ſa dreadful a Marion di the Earth, -that the Gan de. 
ſertedits ancient Bound md abe Shiþs under Sailwere left, as it 
were on dry Ground, till an A fulda the Searideſtiaming! 4 Re- 
pulſe, rerurn d with redoubled Fry, and boundeug der itt former 
Limits, broke with irreſiſtible Rage over Iſlands iato th Cominent, 
where it bore down all before it, private Habitationt, publick 
Buildings, Men and Beaſfe, and that-10:liſs thim 56000 wire 
214 to have periſped on this Qccafton forat\of the; Ships mrre by the” 
Violence of the Winds burn g onthe tops df Hauſen z 4s it hap) 
pemdat Alexandria, and ſome at two Miles: diſtame frum rh 
Shore 3 as Ammianus ſays, he ſam one Bimſal i near Methone, z 
Tau in Laconia.: Theſe Pridigies AnitoianusJecms(torrtlate; | at? 
if. they portendedProcopius bis Nebætliamꝶ HNA Polite! 
Continuator they bug ht rather to he dener Ha hd ic to 
that fatal Inundation of the Northern | Natighs, whichi hizpperid- 
not long after, andthe total Ruine of the Weſtern Pramet. Gods | 
grant that the late drixidful :Tempeſt;may:not bea 5prodromes:: 
ta further Judgments; but a ſtop td furtlier oO Catien d pifl 
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A Faſt S ERM ON. 
85 I tha ob bled} a7 ahvibftoo ol ATEEAN | 
TH E Righteous God might have begun at this end of the 
Nation, and made us the Tragical Theatre to others, that they 
have been to us. But if ſuch Goodneſs as this does not make us 
relent into an ingenuous Repentance, there may be ſtill ſome- 
what left inthe late Diſpenſation to keep up!a Religious Fear; 
that if we go on toSin, God will go on to puniſh. Some tender 
Intervals of Forbearance, that are uſual between one ſtep and 
another, ſhould not take of all Fear of a greater Woe that may 


be to come. | 302 9V U eo 


THAT there are vaſt Preparations in the Bowels of the 
Earth to caſtigate hardned Sinners, we have Modern Proofs 
from the terrible Earthquakes, that have made great Deſolati- 
ons in other parts of the World. Tis. needleſs to enter into a 
Diſquifition, whether the Force of that Subterraneous Matter 
be not ſpent; ſeeing God has ſtili his hidden Treaſures below us, 
beſides thoſe over our Heads, viz. Of Snow, Hail, Rain and 
J - SIKTTES 3d JUOSY 00% 1000000 k endet 
IF the Heathens had ſeen what had happen d to us in this 
Nation, would they not have been before us in reforming? The 
Mariners after the Storm was over, fęared the Lord exceeding- 
h, andoffer da Sacrifice unto the Lord, and made Vows, Jon. 1. 
16. Mneveh was Preach'd into a Reformation by a Prophet, 
that was lately come out of the ¶hales Bell: We are now 
Preach d to by thoſe that are gone down into the Heart of the 
Earth, from whence they ſhall never return. O that we Would 
cry mightily to God, and ſo enforce our Cries by returning 
every one from his evil way, that our Reformation may be 
more ſincere than theirs: was, and the Bleſſings of it - more 
laſting to us. Me ſbould nom break off our Sint by' Righteonſ- 
veſs, and do Fuſtice, and love Mercy, and walk humbly with our 

God. We ſhould now adorn our Holy Profeſſion, by abound- 

+ —_ ing 
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ing in all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. Thoſe new Judgments | 
which no Man living ever ſaw before in this Nation, ſhould ' 


excite us all to reſolve on a Life of new Obedience. Our Faſt- 


day ſhould produce a Mortification o Vice, and give a new 


Life to Virtue. Alas that Religion ſhould be ſo ſunk in our Na- 
tion, as to need fo many Deaths to give it a Reſurreion. 

BUT ifafter our Faſt, we ſhould imitate ſo ill a Pattern 
as that of the Fews, and make our Hearts as an Adamant 


Stone, left we ſhould hear the Law and the Words which the 


Lord ſent in His Spirit by his Prophets, what can we expect but 


their Judgments. Therefore came a great Wrath from the 


Lord of Hoſts, that ſcatter'd them with a Whirl-wind among all 
the Nations, and made their Land deſolate, Zech. 7. 12, 14. 
ON the other hand, we want not Arguments to incourage 


our return to God; when- this very Providence furniſhes us 


with them. That the Storm was not univerſal, that the 
Rod was but ſhaken in ſome Places, where it might have been 
laid on with an heavy Hand, ſeems to beſpeak the Penitent with 


Reſerves of Mercy, and ſuch have many Promiſes and Exam-- 
ples in his Word to ſupport their Faith. Let us then return to 
the Lord, for he hath torn, and he will heal us, he hath ſmitten, 


and he will bind us up, Hoſ. 6.1. Let us be ſober and circum- 


ſpe&, and paſs the time of our ſojourning here in fear. But if a 
Noah, a Fob, a Damel cannot keep off publick Judgments, @ ' 


then with David's Contrite, Reſigning Spirit, we ſhould ſay, 
Let us fall into the Hand of the Lord (for his Mercies are 
great) and let us not fall into the Hand of Man. * 
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